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CLAIMS 

V A data transmitting apparatus comprising: 
an interface that can be connected to various external apparatuses; 
extemaP^pparatus identifying means for detennining the type of an external 
apparatus connecteH^to the interface and outputting data representing the type of the 
external apparatus; ancK 

control means for osmtrolling transmission of output data to the external 
apparatus through the interface^in accordance with the result of detennining the type 
of the external apparatus. \ 

2. The data transmitting apparatus according to claim 1, characterized in 
that the external-apparatus identifying rnbans determines whether the external 
apparatus is a data storage apparatus that has memory means for storing the data input 
through the interface, and the control means stops tnfe transmission of output data to 
the external apparatus when the extemal-apparatus identi%ing means determines that 
the external apparatus is a data storage apparatus. \ 

3. The data transmitting apparatus according to claiiin\l, characterized in 
that the extemal-apparatus identifying means detennines the versioirof the external 
apparatus, and the control means controls the transmission of output oata to the 
external apparatus through the interface, in accordance with the version of the external 
apparatus. \ 

4. The data transmitting apparatus according to claim 1, characterized in 
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^at the external-apparatus identifying means detennines whether the external 
app^tus is a copyright-related one, and the control means controls the transmission 
of outpmsdata to the external apparatus through the interface, in accordance with the 
result of detemunation. 

5. Thevdata transmitting apparatus according to claim 1, characterized in 
that the control means controls the transmission of output data to the external 
apparatus through the int^ace, in accordance with copy-permitting infonnation that 
controls copying of the outpu^data. 

6. The data transmitting apparatus according to claim 5, characterized in 
that data-reproducing means is provided for reproducing the output data from a 
recording medium, and the copy-pennittin^^formation is recorded on the recording 
medium together with the copy-permitting infcmiation. 

7. The data transmitting apparatus accoi^ing to claim 1, characterized in 
that the control means controls the transmission oiN>utput data to the external 
apparatus through the interface, in accordance with an amountin which the output data 
is to be transmitted to the external apparatus. \ 

8. The data transmitting apparatus according to claim 1 ,\haracterized in 
that the control means controls the transmission of output data to o\e external 
apparatus through the interface, in accordance with a speed at which the output data 
is to be triansmitted to the external apparatus. \ 

9. The data transmitting apparatus according to claim 1, characterized in 
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biat data-reproducing means is provided for reproducing the output data from a 
recording medimn, and the control means controls the transmission of output data to 
the external apparatus through the interface, in accordance with the recording medium. 

10. \he data transmitting apparatus according to claim 1, characterized in 
that the control means selectively encrypts the output data before the output data is 
transmitted to the extbmal apparatus. 

11. The data tr^mitting apparatus according to claim 1, characterized in 
that fee-charging means is ptovided for charging a fee in accordance with the 
transmission of output data througn^lie interface, and the control means controls a fee- 
charging process perfomied by the fee-^iarging means, in accordance with a result of 
determination made by the extemal-appara^s identifying means. 

12. A data transmitting method for use riia data transmitting apparatus having 
an interface that can be connected to various ex^rnal apparatuses, said method 
comprising the steps of: \ 

determining the type of an external apparatus connected to the interface and 
outputting data representing the type of the external apparatus; asKi 

controlling transmission of output data to the external apparWs through the 
interface, in accordance with the result of determining the type of the external 
apparatus. \ 

1 3 . The data transmitting method according to claim 1 2 , characterized in tW 
it is detennined, in the step of detennining the type of the external apparatus, whether 
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the external apparatus is a data storage apparatus that has memory means for storing 
the data input through the interface, and the transmission of output data to the external 
apparatuses stopped in the step of controlling transmission of output data when the 
exteraal-appa^^tus identifying means determines that the external apparatus is a data 
storage apparatus^v 

14. The data ti^smitting method according to claim 12, characterized in that 
a version of the external apWatus is determined in the step of controlling transmission 
of output data, and the transnu^ion of output data to the external apparatus through 
the interface is controlled in the step of controlling transmission of output data in 
accordance with the version of the exteisnal apparatus. 

1 5 . The data transmitting method according to claim 12, characterized in that 
it is determined, in the step of determining the ty^ of the external apparatus, whether 
the external apparatus is a copyright-related one, anHsthe transmission of output data 
to the external apparatus through the interface is controiied in the step of controlling 
transmission of output data in accordance with the result of (ietennination, 

16. The data transirdtting method according to claiin 1 2 /characterized in that 
the transmission of output data to the external apparatus through the interface is 
controlled in the step of controlling transmission of output data in accori^ance with 
copy-pemiitting infonnation that controls copying of the output data. \ 

17. The data transmitting method according to claim 16, characterized in that 
a data-reproducing step is provided for reproducing the output data from a recording 
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medium, and the copy-penxiitting infomiation is recorded on the recording medium 
together with the copy-permitting inforaiation. 

1 5\ The data transmitting method according to claim 12, characterized in that 
the transixdssion of output data to the external apparatus through the interface is 
controlled in the step of controlling the transmission of output data in accordance with 
an amount in which the output data is to be transmitted to the external apparatus. 

19. The data tran^nitting method according to claim 12, characterized in that 
the transmission of output da(;a to the external apparatus through the interface is 
controlled in the step of controllingNthe transmission of output data in accordance with 
a speed at which the output data is to be transmitted to the external apparatus. 

20. The data transmitting methoo^cording to claim 12, characterized in that 
a step of reproducing data is provided for reproducing the output data from a recording 
medium, and the transmission of output data to the external apparatus through the 
interface in the step of controlling the transmission of o^tput data in accordance with 
the recording medimn. \ 

2 1 . The data transmitting method according to claim 1 ^characterized in that 
the output data is selectively encrypted, in the step of controlling tnfe^^ransmission of 
output data, before the output data is transmitted to the external apparahis. 

22 . The data transmitting method according to claim 1 2 , characterizi^ in that 
a fee-charging step is provided for charging a fee in accordance with the transmi^ion 
of output data through the interface, and a fee-charging process performed by the feet 
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^barging means is controlled in the step of controlling the transmission of output data 
in accordance with a result of detennination made by the external-apparatus 
identifying means. 

23. \A data transmitting apparatus comprising: 
a pluralityvof interfaces of different types; and 

control means^r controlling transmission of output data through the interfaces 
in accordance with the tyoes of interfaces. 

24. The data transmitting apparatus according to claim 23, characterized in 
that the control means controls tnKtransmission of output data through the interfaces, 
in accordance with copy-permitting mfonnation that controls copying of the output 
data. \ 

25. The data transmitting apparatus according to claim 24, characterized in 
that data-reproducing means is provided for reptoducing the output data from a 
recording mediiun, and the copy-permitting infonnatiok is recorded on the recording 
medium together with the copy-pennitting infonnation. \ 

26. The data transinitting apparatus according to clain^23, characterized in 
that the control means controls the transmission of output data throu^ the interfaces, 
in accordance with an amount in which the output data is to be transmit^d. 

27. The data transmitting apparatus according to claim 23, charact^zed in 
that the control means controls the transmission of output data through the interfaces, 
in accordance with a speed at which the output data is to be transmitted. 
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\ 28. The data transmitting apparatus according to claim 23, characterized in 
that>d^t^"^^P^*^^^^i^8 means is provided for reproducing the output data from a 
recordiii^smedimn, and the control means controls the transmission of output data 
through the mterfaces, in accordance with the recording medium. 

29. TheNlata transmitting apparatus according to claim 23, characterized in 
that the control meanls. selectively encrypts the output data before the output data is 
transmitted. \ 

30. The data transinltting apparatus according to claim 23, characterized in 
that fee-charging means is provided for charging a fee in accordance with the 
transmission of output data through tne interfaces, and the control means controls a 
fee-charging process perfonned by the feoK^harging means, in accordance with the 
types of the interfaces. \ 

31. A data transmitting method for useNn a data transmitting apparatus 
having a plurality of interfaces of different types, said nl^hod comprising the steps of: 

controlling transmission of output data through the interfaces, in accordance 
with the types of the interfaces. \ 

32 . The data transmitting method according to claim 3 1 , chaKacterized in that 
the transmission of output data through the interfaces is controlled irKthe step of 
controlling transmission of output data in accordance with copy-permitting information 
that controls copying of the output data. \ 

33 . The data transmitting method according to claim 32 , characterized in that 
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data-reproducing step is provided for reproducing the output data from a recording 
medium, and the copy-permitting information is recorded on the recording medimn 
together with the copy-permitting information. 

34. \ The data transmitting method according to claim 3 1, characterized in that 
the transmissiOT. of output data to the external apparatus through the interfaces is 
controlled in the stqxof controlling the transmission of output data in accordance with 
an amount in which theVutput data is to be transmitted to the external apparatus. 

35. The data transndtting method accordingto claim 3 1 , characterized in that 
the transmission of output dataSriirough the interfaces is controlled in the step of 
controlling the transmission of outjrlat data in accordance with a speed at which the 
output data is to be transmitted to the external apparatus. 

36. The data transmitting method aas;ording to claim 3 1 , characterized in that 
a step of reproducing data is provided for reproducing the output data from a recording 
medium, and the transmission of output data throu^ the interfaces in the step of 
controlling the transmission of output data in accordancevsqth the recording medium. 

3 7 . The data transmitting method according to claim Bd, characterized in that 
the output data is selectively encrypted, in the step of controlling fl^e transmission of 
output data, before the output data is transmitted. \ 

3 8 . The data transmitting method according to claim 3 1 , characten^d in that 
a fee-charging step is provided for charging a fee in accordance with the transnussion 
of output data through the interfaces, and a fee-charging process performed by the feev 
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charging means is contmned in the step of controlling the transmission of output data 
in accordance with theWpesN^f interfaces. 

39. A data transmitting apparatus for transmitting output data reproduced 
from a recording mediuiA comprising: 

an interface for transmitting the output data; and 

fee-charging control means for performing a fee-charging process in accordance 
with the transmission of ouWt data through the interface and for controlling the 
transmission of output data, \ 

wherein the fee-chargina control means performs the fee-charging process by 
updating, in accordance with the fee to be charged, data recorded on the recording 
medium and corresponding to a Wn of fees that can be charged for the recording 
medium, and stops the transmission of output data through the interface when the data 
corresponding to the sum of fees reaches or exceeds a predetermined value. 

40. A data transmitting apparatus for transmitting output data reproduced 
from a recording medimn, comprising: 

an interface for transmitting the\ output data; and 

fee-charging control means for performing a fee-charging process in accordance 
with the transmission of output data tH|rough the interface and for controlling the 
transmission of output data, I 

wherein the fee-charging control means perfonns the fee-charging process by 
sequentially recording data, in accordance with the fee to be charged, in a region 
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provided in the recording medium and corresponding to a sum of fees that can be 
chained for the recording medimn recorded, and stops the transmission of output data 
througXthe interface when the region corresponding to the smn of fees decreases in 
size to a predetermined size or becomes smaller than the predetermined size. 

41 . ^sdata transmitting method for use in a data transmitting apparatus for 
transmitting, thro^h an interface, output data reproduced from a recording medimn, 
said method comprising 

a fee-charging contro^step of performing a fee-charging process in accordance 
with the transmission of outpbt data through the interface and controlling the 
transmission of output data, 

wherein the fee-charging control stbp is to perform the fee-charging process by 
updating, in accordance with the fee to be cnkKed, data recorded on the recording 
medium and corresponding to a smn of fees that omi be charged for the recording 
medimn, and to stop the transmission of output data thKnigh the interface when the 
data corresponding to the sum of fees reaches or exceeds a pi;edetemiined value. 

42. A data transmitting method for use in a data transinitting apparatus for 
transmitting, through an interface, output data reproduced from a recoiding medimn, 
said method comprising: \. 

a fee-charging control step of perfonning a fee-charging process in accoroMice 
with the transmission of output data through the interface and controlling the 
transmission of output data. 




\wherem the fee-charging control step is to perfonn the fee-charging process by 
sequentially recording data, in accordance with the fee to be charged, in a region 
provided in thfesxecording medium and corresponding to a sum of fees that can be 
charged for the recbi;ding medium recorded, and to stop the transmission of output 
data through the interfac^Nwhen the region corresponding to the sum of fees decreases 
in size to a predetennined siz^r becomes smaller than the predetermined size. 

43. A data recording n^dimn recording desired data, wherein data 
corresponding to a sum of fees that cak be charged for accesses to the recording 

jtf medium is recorded and can be updated. 

44. A data recording medixun recordin^desired data, wherein a region 
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^-j corresponding to a suin of fees that can be charged rar accesses to the recording 
- medimn is provided and data can be recorded in the region. 




